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It has been said that the consonants are the skeleton of a lan- 
guage, the vowels its flesh and blood. While the vowels are more 
subject to internal change and to influence from without than the 
consonants, they reflect more clearly in their modifications the spirit 
of a language. This is in a peculiar degree true of the Germanic 
dialects, and in no one of them more noticeably than in the Old 
English. The most important modification of vowels in the Indo- 
European group of languages is the ablaut, which is preserved with 
surprising fulness and regularity in the Germanic dialects, and best 
of all in Old English, sometimes called Anglo-Saxon, which I take 
for the foundation of this study. 

The processes of phonetic development and decay have never 
shown themselves more general or more rapid than in the later 
periods of English, so that the study of the development of the 
ablaut during this time is as difficult as it is instructive. Except 
in the points mentioned in section I., my aim is less to make this 
study exhaustive than to make it accurate and suggestive. 

The abbreviations are as follows : og. stands for Old Germanic ; 
wc, for West Germanic ; G., for Gothic ; on., for Old Norse ; ohg., 
for Old High German ; os., for Old Saxon ; oe., for Old English ; 
me., for Middle English ; ne., for New English. Middle English 
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comprehends the period from 1150 to Elizabeth's reign ; New Eng- 
lish applies to what is now in good use. Verbs which are found 
only in the present are marked with an interrogation point ; those 
which have both strong and weak forms with a + ; W. stands for 
weak, S. for strong. New English verbs which, though weak, have 
strong participial adjectives, are marked Ws. 

Section I. Scope of the Essay. 

I propose in this paper to give a statement of the Germanic ab- 
laut, its classification, and some account of its extent in the various 
dialects, and secondly, to show how this ablaut was developed in 
oe. I shall give a complete list of strong verbs in oe. with the 
corresponding strong verbs of os., ohg., on., g., so far as such exist, 
and with added signs to show whether, and how, they appear in me. 
and ne. The oe. words are given in the normalized West-Saxon 
spelling. 

Since a satisfactory analysis of the me. ablaut would require a 
more detailed study of the dialects and the geographical relations 
of the documents than the limits of this paper would allow or the 
the state of me. phonetics warrant, only those me. verbs have been 
considered which show sometimes or always weak forms ; but the 
general principles which caused and controlled the weakening have 
been shown. Here also, for convenience of reference, the words are 
given in the oe. West-Saxon form. The list of me. strong verbs can 
be found in section III. 

The forms of the ablaut in ne., their origin, and the reasons why 
they were sometimes abandoned have been treated in detail. 

Section II. The Germanic Ablaut. 

The ablaut is classified according to the vowel of the present 
stem. There are four proper ablaut classes, with the present vow- 
els in Indo-European : a 1 , aH, a x u, a?. There is in oe. a fifth class, 
but this was in og. a reduplicating class, and got its oe. ablaut by 
contraction of the reduplication with the root-syllable. The og. 
presents, corresponding to these Indo-Europeans vowels, have e, ei, 
eu, a. The preterit has in the singular a darker sound in the first 
three classes, and in the fourth, where this was impracticable, its 
place was taken by lengthening ; the preterit singular then was a, 
at, au, o. The preterit plural, on the contrary, owing to the accent, 
took the lightest possible form, which in class I. was nothing or 
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"schwa;" in II., i; in III., u; in IV. the plural follows the analogy 
of the singular and has o, though this can be explained as a con- 
traction (Scherer, Deutsche Sprache, 257). Where the vowel had 
vanished in I., if but a single consonant followed, the preceding 
reduplication, united with the root and the resulting vowel, was a; 
thus bhar would have in the preterit babr-um = barum ; but where 
a double consonant followed, such contraction was impossible, and 
the place of the vowel was taken by an «-swarabhakti ; thus, bhandh 
becomes babndum = bundutn in the preterit. The vowels of the 
preterit plural are then a (u), i, u, o. The participle has also, owing 
to the accent, the lightest possible forms; but here there was no 
reduplication, and so in class I. the "schwa" took the form ^be- 
fore single mutes or fricatives, and elsewhere 0. In IV. the vowel 
of the present was retained. The vowels of the participle are then 
e (0), i, u, a. 

The four ablaut classes have therefore in og. the following forms : 
la. (before single mutes or fricatives), e, a, a, e; lb. (before single 
nasals or liquids), e, a, a, o; Ic. (before two consonants), e, a, u, o; 
II., ei, at, i, i; III., eu, au, u, u; IV., a, o, o, a. From these ablaut 
classes all strong verbs in Germanic are developed according to 
regular phonetic laws. 

The number of strong verbs in the various Germanic dialects 
varies with the extent of the literature. There are in Gothic, 138 ; 
in on., according to Vimmer, 194, but this number is not complete ; 
in ohg., 237 ; in oe., 253, together with a large number of uncertain 
verbs. In these numbers, preterito-presentia and verbs of class V. 
are excluded. We may regard a verb as og. if it is common both 
to G. or on., and to oe., os., or ohg., that is, to East and West 
Germanic ; many verbs, however, are confined to a single dialect, 
and of these there are 19 in Gothic, 35 in ohg., and 39 in oe.; oth- 
ers are found only in the East Germanic group or in the West Ger- 
manic group, but are not common to both ; of such there are 2 in 
Gothic, 52 in ohg., and 53 in oe. ; of verbs which are certainly og., 
the Gothic has 107; ohg., 150; oe., 161. The number of distinct 
verbal stems with ablaut in all the dialects is about 400. The oe. 
has the fullest and truest picture of the ablaut. In the detailed 
examination which follows, in each class the og. verbs are placed 
first, then the wg., and finally those confined to oe. The abbrevi- 
ations which follow the verb indicate its subsequent history. Notes 
at the end of section III. explain anomalies and defend the classi- 
fication wherever it seems doubtful. 
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Section III. The Old English Ablaut. 
Class la. og. ablaut e, a, a, e. 

The regular oe. ablaut is e, ce, ce, e ; but this is subject to the fol- 
lowing modifications. 

r. Initial g changes the ablaut to ie (y), ed, ed, ie (y). For ex- 
ample, giefan, gedf, gedfon, giefen. 

2. When the vowel is initial, it coalesces with the reduplication 
in the preterit singular to a. For example, etan has at in the pre- 
terit singular. 

3. Preceding r has the same influence as following r, see lb., in 
troden from tredan, and in brocen from brecan. The same irregu- 
larity occurs in g. trudans and brukans. 

4. Following h breaks e to eo and ce to ea. Before a vowel the 
h may fall out and eo coalesce with the following vowel to eo. For 
example, seohan (seon), seah. 

5. When the present stem ends vnja, e becomes i and the conso- 
nant following is doubled. The simple consonant reappears in the 
other forms. Examples are : biddan, licgan, sittan, \icgan. 

6. Grammatic change of s to /, <5 to d, and h to g in the preterit 
plural and participle, owing to the Indo-European accent, occurs in 
wesan{ci. ne. was, were), cwefian, /eon, pleon, seon. 

This class contains 27 verbs. 20 are og. ; 4 are wg. ; 3 are oe. 
only. 

The og. verbs are : 



OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. 


G. 


biddan me. ne. 


biddan 


bittan 


bidja 


bidjan 


brecan me. ne. 


brekan 


brecan 


breka W. 


brikan 


cwedan me. ne. W. 


note 1 quethan 


quedan 


kveda 


qil>an 


drepan me. + 




trefan 


drepa 




etan me. ne. 


etan 


ezzan 


eta 


itan 


giefan me. ne. 


gebhan 


geban 


gefa 


giban 


gietan me. NE. 


getan 


gezzan 


geta 


gitan 


lesan me. + 


lesan 


lesan 


lesa 


lisan 


licgan me. ne. 


liggjan 


liggan 


liggja 


ligan 


metan me. ne. W. 




mezzan 


meta 


mitan 


nesan. 




nesan 




nisan 


recan me. 




rechen MHG. ?reka 


rikan 


seon ME. ne. 


sehan 


sehan 


sia 


saihvan 


sittan me. ne. 


sittan 


sizzan 


sitja 


sitan 


tredan me. ne. 




tretan 


troda 


trudan 


Megan me. ? 


Hggean W. 


dikkan W. 


Hggja 
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OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. G. 


wefan me. ne. 




weban 


vefa 


wegan ME. NE. W. 




wegan 


vega wigan 


wesan me. note 2. 


wesan 


wesan 


vesa wisan 


wrecan me. ne. W. 


wrekan 


rehhan 


reka wrikan 


The wc verbs are : 








OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 




cnedan me. ne. W. 




cnetan 


cf. on. knoda W. 


feon 




fehan 


cf. on. feginn 


pleon 


plegan 


pflegan 




sprecan me. ne. 


sprecan 


sprehhan 





oe. only are : fricgan, screpan, swefan. Sievers (as. Grammatik) 
z&dsfetan; I do not know upon what evidence. 
me. are 21. 18 S. ; 2 S. and W. ; 1 present only. 
ne. are 16. 11 S. ; 5 W. 

Class lb. og. ablaut e, a, a, o. 

The oe. ablaut before /, r, is e, a, 5, ; before m, it is i, a, a, u. 
Preceding w coalesces with the ablaut vowels to u, 0, o, u, in cjiman, 
com (often written coom and com, but hardly long), comon, cumen. 

The class contains 10 verbs 6 are og. ; 4 are wc. 

The og. verbs are : 



OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. 


G. 


beran me. ne. 


beran 


beran 


bera 


bairan 


cuman me. ne. 


kuman 


cuman 


koma 


qiman 


niman me. 


niman 


neman 


nema 


niman 


sceran me. ne. 




sceran 


skera 




stelan me. ne. 


stelan 


stelan 


stela 


stilan 


teran me. ne. 




zeran 




tairan 


7he wg. verbs are : 










OE. 


OS. 




OHG. 




cwelan me. 


quelan 




quelan 




dwelan me.? 


dwelan 




twelan 




helan me. 


helan 




helan 




bweran note 3 






dweran 





me. are 9. 8 S. ; 1 present only. 
ne. are 5, all S. 

Class Ic. og. ablaut e, a, u, o. 

The oe. ablaut when undisturbed by consonant influence was e, 
a, u, 0. This occurred only in : bregdan, brestan, stregdan, \rescan, 
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for in all other cases a following r, I, h, or nasal, changed the 
vowels. 

1. Before r+ consonant and n+ consonant the ablaut is eo, ea, u, 
o ; before /+ consonant it is e, ea, u,o ; a preceding g can change e 
to ie. 

2. Before nasals the ablaut is i, a, u, ti. 

3. There are 3 peculiar presents ; frignan, murnan, spurnan. In 
frignan the i is due to the n, otherwise the verb is like brestan ; in 

murnan, spurnan, the u for eo may be compared to the for e in troden, 
la. 3., and with the influence of rn in ne. {fern, earn, etc). The 
other parts of these verbs are like those of beorgan. 

4. Grammatic change of S to d, and h to g occurs in the preterit 
plural and participle of weor^an, felhan, and would occur in the 
questionable seorftan. 

This class has 77 verbs. 39 are og. ; 22 wg. ; 16 oe. only. 
The og. verbs are : 



OE. 



OS. 



OHG. 



ON. 



G. 



beorgan me. 


bergan 


bergan 


biarga 


bairgan 


brestan me. ne. W. 


brestan 


brestan 


bresta 




bindan me. ne. 


bindan 


bintan 


binda 


bindan 


bregdan me. + ne. W. 


bregdan 


brettan 


bregda 




bringan note 4 


bringan 


bringan 




briggan 


brinnan me. ne. W. 


brinnan 


brinnan 


brenna 


brinnan 


deorfan me. W. 


derven 


derben mhg. diarfa 




drincan me. ne. 


drinkan 


trincan 


drekka 


drigkan 


felhan ME. W. 


felhan 


felhan 




filhan 


findan ME. NE. 


findan 


fintan 


finna 


finban 


frignan ME.+ 


frignan 




fregna 


fraihnan 


gieldan me. + ne. W. 


geldan 


geltan 


gialda 


gildan 


giellan ME. NE. W. 




gellan 


gialla 




-ginnan ME. NE. 


-ginnan 


-ginnan 




-ginnan 


helpan me. ne. W. 


helpan 


helfan 


hialpa 


hilpan 


hrindan 






hrinda 




hweorfan ME. 


hwerbhan 


hwerban 


hverfa 


hwairban 


linnan ME. 




linnan 


linna W. 


linnan 


rinnan me. ne. 


rinnan 


rinnan 


rinna 


rinnan 


sincan ME. NE. 


sinkan 


sincan 


sokkva 


sigqan 


singan me. ne. 


singan 


singan 


singva 


siggvan 


slincan ME. NE. 




cf . sllhhan 


slinka Swed. 


slingan me. ne. 




slingan 


slingva 




spinnan ME. NE. 




spinnan 


spinna 


spinnan 


springan me. ne. 


springan 


springan 


springa 




spurnan me. W. ne. W. 


spurnan 


spurnan + 


sperna + 




stincan ME. NE. 




stincan 


stokkva 


stigqan 


stingan me. ne. 






stinga 


stiggan ? 
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OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. 


G. 


swelgan me. 




swelgan 


svelga 




swellan me. ne. Ws. 




swellan 


svella 




sweltan me. 


sweltan 


swelzan 


svelta 


swiltan 


sweorfan me. ne. W. 


swerbhan 


swerban 


sverfa 


swairban 


swimman me. ne. 




swimman 


svimma 




Jrescan me. ne. W. 




drescan 


briska 


)>riscan 


Jringan me. 


J>ringan 


dringan 


t>rongva 




weorpan me. ne. W. 


werpan 


werfan 


verpa 


wairpan 


weordan me. note 5 


werthan 


werdan 


verda 


wair)>an 


windan me. ne. 


windan 


wintan 


vinda 


windan 


winnan ME. NE. 


winnan 


winnan 


vinna 


winnan 


The wg. verbs are : 










OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 






belgan me. 


belgan 


belgan 


cf. 


. ON. bolginn 


bellan me. ne. W. 




bellan 






ceorfan me. + ne. W. 




kerven mlg. cf. 


0. FRIS. kerva 


climban me. + ne. W. 




chlimban 






clingan me. ne. 




chlingan 






crimman 




chrimman 




delfan me. + ne. W. 


delbhan 


telban 






feohtan ME. ne. 




fehtan 


cf. 


ON. fikta W. 


grimman 




grimmen 


MHG. 




hlimman 




limman 






hrimpan 




rimpfan 






limpan me. 




limpfan 






melcan 




melcan 






scrincan me. ne. 




schrinken MLG. 




selcan 




selken mg. 




sinnan 




sinnan 






steorfan ME. ne. W. 


sterbhan 


sterban 






sweorcan ME. 


swerkan 








swindan me. 




swintan 






swingan ME. NE. 


swingan 


swingan 






brintan 




drinden mg. 




wringan 




ringan 






oe. only are : 










Worcan ME. + NE. W. 


grindan me. ne 




swincan me 




cinnan 


hweorran 




teldan ME. ' 


W. 


cringan note 6 


meltan me. ne. 


Ws. 


tingan 




cwincan 


murnan ME. W. 


NE. W. 


Jnndan ME. 




gielpan me. ne. W. 


stregdan 




)>ingan me. 




g^orran ME. 











Doubtful are : sdorflan, sce"orfan (Sievers). 

me. are 60. 48 S. ; 7 S. and W. ; 5 W. 

ne. are 42. 22 S. ; 20 W. 2 are Ws. See section V. C. 8. 
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Class II. og. ablaut ei, ai, i, i. 

The oe. ablaut is t, a, i, i. 

1. Initial g, sc can change a to ea {gean, sceaii). 

2. Following h is dropped between vowels and 1 coalesces with the 
following vowel to eo ; hence arises a similarity with class III. which 
caused some confusion. See note 7. 

3. Grammatic change of S to d and h to g occurs in the preterit 
plural and participle of liftan, mffian, scriftan, sniSan, feon, ]>eon, wreon. 

The class has 56 verbs. 35 are og. ; 11 are wg. ; 10 oe. only. 
The og. verbs are : 



OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. 


G. 


bldan me. ne. 


bldan 


bitan 


blda 


beidan 


bitan me. ne. 


bitan 


bizan 


blta 


beitan 


blican me. + 


bllkan 


bllchan 


blikja 




clnan me. + 


kinan 


chlnan 




keinan 


cllfan me. 


kllbhan 


cliban 


klifa 




drlfan me. + ne. 


dribhan 


triban 


drlfa 


dreiban 


glnan 




glnan 


gina 




grlpan ME. + NE. W. 


grlpan 


grifan 


gripa 


greipan 


hnlgan 


hnlgan 


hnlgan 


hnlga 


hneiwan 


hnitan 






hnita 




hrinan ME. ? 


hrinan 


hrinan 


hrlna 




Man me. 


lit>an 


lldan 


lida 


leiban 


-llfan me. 


llbhan 


Hban 




leiban 


leon 


Khan 


lihan 


11a W. 


leihvan 


migan me. note 7 






mlga 




rldan ME. NE. 




ritan 


rida 




risan ME. NE. 


risan 


risan 


rlsa 


reisan 


sclnan me. ne. 


sklnan 


sclnan 


skina 


skeinan 


scltan me. ne. W. note 8 




sclzan 


sklta 




scridan me. 


scridan 


scritan 


skrida 




sigan me. 


sigan 


sigan 


slga 




slltan me. + NE. W. 


slltan 


slizan 


sllta 




snldan me. 


snl>an 


snldan 


snlda 


sneiban 


splwan me. note 9 


splwan 


splwan 


spyjaCl.V. 


, speiwan 


stigan me. note 7 


stigan 


stigan 


stlga 


steigan 


stridan ME. NE. 




stritan 


strida + 




swlcan ME. 


swlcan 


swlhhan 


svlkja 




swlfan me. ? 






svlfa 


sweiban 


teon me. ? 


tlhan 


zihan 


tlaW. 


teihan 


beon me. note 7. 


Hhan 


dihan 




)>eihan 


wlcan me. ? 


wlkan 


wihhan 


vlkja 




-wltan ME. + NE. W. 


wltan 


wizan 


vita W. 


weitan 


wlltan ME. 






lit a 




wridan ME. NE. W. 






rida 




writan me. ne. 


writan 


rizan 


rita 
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The wg. verbs are : 



OE. 


OS. 




OHG. 




flitan ME. 






flizan 




glldan me. ne. W. 


glldan 




glltan 




gnidan me. 


gnidan 




gnitan 




hlldan 


hlldan 








midan me.? 


midan 




midan 




scrlfan ME. NE. Ws. 


skribhan 




scrlban 


cf. Lat. scribere 


seon me. note 7 






sihan 


on. sla W. 


slipan me. ? 






slifan 




smitan ME. ne. 






smlzan 




strican ME. ne. 






strihhan 




wreon me. note 7 






rihan 




oe. only are : 










dwinan ME . + 


rinan 


ME. 


+ 


snlcan me.? note 11 


grisan me. 


ripan 


note i.o 


slidan me. ne. 


nipan 


sican me. 


W. 


slifan ME.? 










)>wltan 



Doubtful are : cidan, cnidan, cwinan, wrldan(Sievers). 

me. are 48. 31 are S. ; 8 are S. and W.; 1 is W. ; 8 are present 
only. 

ne. are 18. 1 1 are S. ; 7 are W. 1 is Ws. ; and one strong verb 
has a strong participial adjective differing from the participle ; see 
section V. C. 8. 

Class III. og. ablaut eu, au, u, u. 

The oe. ablaut is eo , ea, u, 0. Some oe. verbs have u in the pres- 
ent ; and this seems to have been og. also, at least in some cases ; its 
origin is uncertain. Cf. Schmidt Vocalismus, I. 140 ff. 

1. Following h is elided between vowels ; the present remains eo 
however, being unchanged by the contraction. 

2. Grammatic change of s to r, 8 to d, and h to g, occurs in the 
preterit plural and participle of ceosan, dr~eosan,jTeosan, hreosan, leosan, 
hreoftan, leoHan, reofian, sedftan, fteon, teon; it would have occurred 
also in the questionable sweon. 

The class contains 52 verbs. 36 are og. ; 7 are wg. ; 9 are oe. 
only. 



The og. verbs are : 










OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. 


G. 


beodan ME. note 12 


biodan 


biotan 


bioda 


biudan 


breotan 




briezen mhg. 


briota 
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OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. 


G. 


bfigan me. + ne. W. 




biogan 


biuga 


biugan 


ceosan me. + ne. 


kiosan 


chiosan 


kiosa 


kiusan 


cleofan me. + ne. W. 


kliobhan 


clioban 


kliufa 




creopan me. + ne. W. 




cf. criochan 


kriupa 




dreogan me. + 


driogan 


triogan 


drygja W. driugan 


dreopan me. W. 


driopan 


triufan 


driupa 




dreosan me. 


driosan 






driusan 


fleogan me. ne. 




fliogan 


fliuga 




Aeon me. ne. W. 


fliohan 


fliohan 


flyja W. 


J>liuhan 


fleotan me. ne. W. 


fliotan 


fliozan 


fliota 




freosan ME. NE. 




friosan 


friosa 




geotan me. 


giotan 


giozan 


giota 




hleotan me. 


hliotan 


hliozan 


hliota 




hreosan me. 






hriosa 




hrutan me. + 




ruzan 


hriota 




leodan 


Hodan 


liotan 




liudan 


leogan me. ne. W. 


liogan 


liogan 


liuga 


liugan 


leosan ME. NE. Ws. 


liosan 


liosan 




liusan 


lucan me. 


lukan 


luhhan 


luka 


lukan 


lutan ME. + 




luzen W. 


luta 




neotan 


niotan 


niozan 


niota 


niutan 


reocan 




riuhhan 


riuka 




reodan 






rioda 




reofan me. ne. note 13 






riufa 




sceotan me. ne. 


sklotan 


sciozan 


skiota 




sctifan me. ne. W. 




scioban 




skiuban 


seodan me. ne. Ws. 




siodan 


sioda 




sleopan me. 




sliofan 




sliupan 


smugan 




smiegen MHG. 


smiuga 




sugan 




sugan 


suga 




supan me. 




siifan 


supa 




teon me. 


tiohan 


ziohan 


tiuga 


tiuhan 


breotan 




driozan 


Mota 


)>riutan 


J>utan me. W. 




diozan 


Mota 




The wg. verbs are : 








OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 






breowan me. + ne. W. 




briuwen MHG. 


cf. ON. 


. brugga W. 


brucan me. ? ne. W. 


brukan ? 


bruhhan W, 


cf. 0. fris. bruka S. 


ceowan me. ? ne. W. 




chiuwan 






greotan 


griotan 








hreowan me. + NE. W. 


hreuuan 


riuwan 


cf. ON 


bryggva W. 


reotan 




riozan 






sprutan me. ? ne. W. 




spriezen MHG. 


cf. 0. fris. spruta S. 


oe. only are : 










breodan ME. 


greosan 




smeocan 


crudan ME. NE. W. 


heodan 




strudan 


dufan ME.+ 


hreodan, cf. 1 


3N. part, hrodinn 


sucan ME. NE. W. 
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Doubtful are : geopan, heofan, speoftan, sweon (Sievers). 

me. are 37. 22 are S. ; 10 are S. and W. ; 2 are W. ; 3 are only 
in the present. 

ne. are 21. 5 are S.; 16 are W. 2 are Ws. See section V. 
C. S. 

Class IV. og. ablaut, a, 0, 0, a. 

The oe. ablaut is a, o, 3, a, yet the participle often follows the 
analogy of the present and is written a, which before nasals is the 
regular form. 

1. Initial g, sc may change the ablaut to ed, ed, eo, ed. 

2. Between vowels h is elided and the vowels coalesce to ea; so 
slean, Gothic slahan. Following x (As) changes a to ea in weaxan ; 
this gives the verb the appearance of Class Va., and accordingly we 
find in the preterit the form weox for and with the regular wox. 

3. When the og. present stem was/a the consonant following the 
root-vowel was doubled and the vowel was umlauted from a to e; 
ea to ie; ed to ie. Examples are : steppan, hliehhan, scieppan. The 
double consonant and the umlaut are confined to the present. See 
Class la. 5. 

4. Standan had n originally only in the present, but in oe. it has 
made its way into the participle also. 

5. Grammatic change of h to g in the preterit plural and parti- 
ciple occurs in fi~ean, hliehhan, lean, slean, \wean. The bb in hebban 
becomesyin the other forms. 

This class contains 31 verbs. 25 are OG. ; 5 are wg. ; 1 is oe. 
only. 

The og. verbs are : 



OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. 


G. 


acan ME. + NE. W. 

alan 






aka 

ala 


alan 


dafan me. 








daban 


dragan ME. ne. 


dragan 


tragan 


draga 


dragan 


faran me. ne. W. 


faran 


faran 


fara 


faran 


flean me. ne. W. 






fla 




galan me. 




galan 


gala 




gnagan ME. NE. W. 




gnagan 


gnaga 




grafan me. ne. Ws. 


grabhan 


graban 


grafa 


graban 


hebban me. ne. 


hebbjan 


hefjan 


hefja 


hafjan 


hladati me. ne. Ws. 


hladan 


hladan 


hlada 


hlaban 


hliehhan me. ne. W. 


hlahhan 


hlahhan 


hljeja 


hlahjan 


sacan ME. NE. 


sakan 


sachan 




sakan 
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OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. 


G. 


scacan ME. NE. 


skakan 




skaka 




scafan me. + ne. Ws. 




scaban 


skafa 


skaban 


scieddan + note 14 




scadon W. 


skacta W. 


ska)>jan 


scieppan me. + ne. Ws. 


skapan 


scaphan 


skepja + 


skapjan 


slean ME. NE. 


slahan 


slahan 


sla 


slahan 


standan me. ne. 


standan 


stantan 


standa 


standan 


sweran ME. NE. 


swerjan 


swerjan 


sverja 


swaran 


tacan me. ne. note 15 






taka 


cf. tekan 


bvvean 


J>wahan 


dwahan 


J>va 


)>wahan 


wacan ME. ne. 






vaka W. 


wakan 


wadan ME. NE. W. 




vvatan 


vada 




weaxan ME. NE. W. 


wahsan 


wahsan 


vaxa 


wahsjan 


The wg. verbs are : 










OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. 


bacan me. + NE. W. 




bachan 


baka W. 


lean ME. ? 


lahan 


lahan 






spanan me. 


spanan 


spanan 


spana W. 


steppan ME. + NE. W. 


steppan 


stepfan 


W. 




wascan me. ne. W. 




wascan 


vaska W. 



OE. only is : rafan. 
me. are 27. 19 are S. 



7 are S. and W. ; 1 only present. 



me. are 23. 9 are S. ; 14 are W. 4 are Ws. ; see section V. 
C.8. 

Class V. 

The verbs of this class could not develop an ablaut in og., and 
formed their preterits by reduplication only. They are classified 
according to the vowel of the og. present. Va. has a followed by 
two consonants; Vb. a; Vc. o; Vd. ai ; Ve. ate. The last four 
can in no case develop an ablaut ; the a in Va. is hindered by the 
two consonants from contracting with the reduplication in og. (cf. Ic. 
in section I), and so is distinguished from class IV., which has a 
followed by one consonant, or an equivalent consonant combi- 
nation. 

In oe. the present in Va. becomes ea before liquids, a before 
nasals ; when nh follows, the n coalesces with the a to 0, and the // 
is elided between vowels. In Vb. the present becomes a before 
consonants, a in verbis pur is. In Vc. it remains o except where aja 
stem causes an umlaut to e. In Vd. it is a, which after g may be- 
come ea. In Ve. it is ea. 

The preterit retained the reduplication in Gothic, but in the other 
Germanic dialects traces only remain of the older form. In oe. 
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these are dreord, leort, reord, for and with dred, let, red in Vb., and 
heht, leolc, for and with net, lee in Vd. The regular preterit vowel 
is e when the present has a, <z, or when the preterit shows traces 
of reduplication, but eo when the present has ea, la, a, o. Occa- 
sionally we find eo for e by analogy. For the cases of grammatic 
change, see the participle. 

The participle is always like the infinitive except where this has 
umlaut (wepari) when the participle has the unumlauted form, and 
in hon, fon, where the participle retains the n and has grammatic 
change of h to g (hangen, fangen). The same occurs also in the 
preterit, singular and plural (heng,feng). 

The class contains 56 verbs. 31 og. ; 10 wg. ; 15 oe. only. 

The og. verbs are : 



OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. 


G. 


Va. 










blandan ME. 


blandan 


blantan 


blanda 


blandan 


fealdan ME. NE. W. 




faldan 


falda 


fallan 


feallan me. ne. 


fallan 


fallan 


falla 




fon me. 


fahan 


fahan 


fa 


fahan 


gangan me. note 16 


gangan 


gangan 


gagga 


gaggan W. 


healdan me. ne. 


haldan 


haldan 


halda 


haldan 


hon me. ne. 


hahan 


hahan 


ha 


hahan 


stealdan 








staldan 


wealdan me. note 17 


waldan 


waltan 


valda 


waldan 


Vb. 










bl£san me.? note 18 




blasan 


blasa 


blesan 


griEtan me 


gratan 




grata 


gretan 


ljetan ME. + NE. W. 


latan 


lazan 


lata 


letan 


mawan me. ne. Ws. 




majan + 


ma 




rsedan ME. + NE. W. 


radan 


ratan 


ra)>a 


redan 


sawan me. ne. Ws. 


sahan + 


sajan W. 


sa 


saian 


sl£pan + me. + ne. W. note 19 


slapan 


slafan 




slepan 


wawan 




wajan W. 




waian 


Vc. 










blotan 




blozan + 


biota + 


blotan 


growan me. ne. 




gruoan W. 


groa 




hwopan note 20 








hwopan 


rowan me. ne. W. 






roa 




Vd. 










hatan me. + note 21 


hetan 


heizan 


heita 


haitan 


lacan me. W. 






leika 


laikan 


sceadan me. + NE. W. 


skeflan 


sceidan 




skaidan 


swapan me. + ne. W. note 24 


swepan 


sweifan 


sveipa+ 
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OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. G. 


Ve. 








beatan me. + ne. 




bozan 


banta + 


buan note 22. 


buan W. 


buwan + 


bua bauan + 


eacan 


okan 


ouhhon W. 


auka aukan 


eadan 


odan 




au<ta 


heawan me. ne. Ws. 


hauuan 


houwan 


hoggva 


hleapan ME. + NE. W. 


hlopan 


loufan 


hlaupa hlaupan 


The wg. verbs are 








OE. 


OS. 


OHG. 


ON. 


Va. 








bannan me. + ne. W. 




bannan 


banna W. 


spannan ME. ? NE. W. 




spannan 


spanna W. 


wealcan me. + ne. W. 




walchan 


valka W. 


weallan me. 


wallan 


wallan 


cf. vella Ic, G. vulan ? 


Vb. 








blawan me. ne. 




blajan + 




crawan ME. NE. 




crajan + 




draklan ME. + NE. W. 


dradan 


tratan 




trawan ME. NE. 




drajan + 




Vc. 








hropan ME. ? 


hropan 


ruofan + 


G. hropjan, ON. hropa V 


wepan me. + ne. W. 


wopan 


wuofan + 


G. wopjan, on. cepa W. 


oe. only are : 








Vb. 


hlowan me. 


. ? NE. W. 


Ve. 


cnawan ME. + NE. 


hwosan 




breatan, note 25 


Vc. 


spowan 




deagan 


blowan me. + ne. Ws. 


swogan ME. 


+ note 23 


heafan, note 25 


cnodan 


Vd. 




hneapan, note 25 


flowan ME. + NE. W. 


swafan, note 24 


spreatan, note 25 


glowan ME. + NE. W. 








me. are 40. 18 are S. ; 


17 are S. and W. ; 1 is W. 


; 4 are only in the preset 


ne. are 29. 9 are S. ; 


20 W. ; 4 are 


W. s. See section V. C. S. 



NOTES. 

1. Cme'&an is weak in NE., bequeathe ; the isolated form quoth is strong. 

2. Wesan in NE. only in was, were. This, with sodden and forlorn, is the only 
case of grammatic change in NE. It is also the only case of distinction between 
the preterit singular and plural. 

3. \nveran lb. is classed as OG. because of ON. Vverra Ic. 

4. Bringan. The usual preterit brohte, and the participle broht, are from a 
weak *brengan which occurs in os. In me. bringen is the only relic of the strong 
forms. 

5. Weorftan occurs in NE. only in the phrase, "woe worth the day." 

6. Cringan cannot be the source of NE. cringe, which would in that case be 
strong. It is not ME. 

7. Mtgan, stigan, seon, \>eon, wreon may take forms of III. throughout, owing to 
the analogy of the present. 
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8. Satan is og. and me. ne. It does not occur in oe. Mss., but was certainly 
oe. 

9. SpTwan. me. ne. are from speowlan oe. W. 

10. RTpan, a corruption of oe. riepan W. me. has from the same source a 
strong verb of lit. from which is derived the ne. reap. RTpan is obsolete in me. 

11. Sntcan may be og., cf. Danish snigge S. on. is W. The ne. sneak cor- 
responds neither in spelling nor pronunciation to this verb. 

12. Beodan. Many me. and all ne. forms unite with those oibiddan. The 
verb survives in forbid. 

13. Reofan. In me (Cursor M. 7809), and in NE. reeve. 

14. Scie^&an. ME. scdSen W. is from OE. sce'SrSan W. 

15. Tacan was probably borrowed from on. It occurs but once in oe., in 
Aelfric's Grammar. 

16. Gangan has in me. no preterit. Its place is taken by OE eode. 

17. Wialdan. NE. wield is from OE. wieldan W. 

18. Hasan is OG. and me. It does not occur in oe. Mss., but it is found in 
Lye's Glossary. 

19. SISpan has weak forms frequently in late oe. 

20. Hwopan. ne. whoop is of recent origin. 

21. Hatan. ne. only in the obsolete hight. 

22. Biian. The oe. preterit is W., but the participle is S. 

23. Swogan is not og., for Gothic swogan is W. ; but it may be WG., for os. 
swogan occurs only in the present. 

24. Swdfan, swdpan are derived from Class II. Cf. oe. swifan, on. sveipa, 
and note 25. 

25. Breatan, heafan, hneapan, spreatan, are derived from Class III. Cf. oe. 
breotan, Gothic hiufan, hniupan, OE. sprutan, and note 24. 

The following table groups the statistics of the preceding sec- 
tion : — 













<<-. . 








>. 


O «5 










a 5 








h 




;£ 




fe 


a g 








w 


> 






"2 





T3 




V 


"o M 








s 




i° 







O 
is 


O 


g s 


CO 


CO 


£' 


I 


s* 


CO 


5 


(0 




la. 


27 


20 


4 


3 


21 


18 


2 





I 


16 


II 


lb. 


10 


6 


4 





9 


8 








I 


5 


5 








Ic. 


77 


IP 


22 


16 


60 


48 


7 


S 





42 


22 


20 




II. 


S6 


IS 


11 


10 


48 


3' 


8 


1 


8 


18 


11 


7 


2 


III. 


■52 


36 


7 


9 


37 


22 


10 


2 


3 


21 


b 


!5 


2 


IV. 


3 1 


2S 


5 


1 


27 


19 


7 





1 


23 


9 


14 


4 


V. 


56 


31 


10 


'5 


40 


18 


17 
5i 


1 

9 


4 


29 


9 


20 
81 


4 
14 


Total. 


309 


192 


63 


54 


242 


164 


18 


154 


73 



Section IV. The Decay of the Ablaut in Middle English. 

To what extent and for what causes was the ablaut abandoned 
in me. ? 

The table has shown that more than one fourth of the oe. strong 
verbs which remain in me. have sometimes weak forms, though but 
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nine are always weak. There were four causes which produced this 
result. 

1. The me. phonetic development would often make two verbs, 
which could be easily distinguished in oe., almost identical in sound. 
In this case the verbs could be most easily distinguished if one of 
them took weak forms. In the same way the phonetic development 
would make two or more ablaut vowels identical, and so make weak 
endings necessary to distinguish the tenses. To these considera- 
tions are due the weak forms of the following 25 verbs: — 

Bannan. The nn caused confusion of the present and preterit. 

Beorcan, ceorfan, deorfan. The following r in some ME. dialects would make 
present and preterit identical, hence the weak forms. The preterito-presens 
dearf may also have affected deorfan. 

Beatan, draedan, rdedan, laetan, hatan, sceddan, lost all phonetic distinction in 
the ablaut in me. The final dental in the preterit also gave them the appearance 
of weak verbs. Graelan was kept strong only to save it from confusion with 
Cretan W. Ldcan, hleapan, slaepan, though without the aid of the final dental, 
have yielded to the same influence. 

Blowan, breowan, hreowan, wealcan, through the influence of the w, became 
identical in all ablaut forms, and so were weakened. In blowan this was aided 
by the necessity of distinguishing it from bldwan. 

Ceorfan, see beorcan. 

Clnan is rarely weak, perhaps because in the preterit it might have been con- 
fused with cann preterito-presens. See witan. 

Delfan, geldan, teldan. The / like r in beorcan. Here would belong flaldan, 
feallan, but the weak forms of these verbs are doubtful and probably errors. 

Deorfan, see beorcan. Draedan, see beatan. 

Dreopan, drepan, rare and weak, in different documents, to avoid confusion 
with one another. 

Geldan, see delfan. Hatan, hleapan, see beatan. 

Hreowan, see breowan. Ldcan, laecan, raedan, see beatan. 

Sccddan, slaepan, see beatan. 

Slltan, witan, owing to the dental (cf. beatan) had in the preterit plural the 
appearance of shortened weak forms, and these gradually asserted themselves 
elsewhere. Witan was helped in this by the preterito-presens wdt (cf. cinan and 
cann, deorfan and de'arf). 

Wealcan, see breowan. Witan, see slltan. 

All these words, except beatan, so far as they occur, are weak in 

NE. 

2. A weak verb of similar sound and allied meaning occasionally 
weakened a strong verb. Thus we have the following 5 cases : — 

Felhan Ic. becomes first felen lb., and then yields to the analogy of felan W. 

GrTpan is confused in me. with grippen W. which is derived from the OE. word. 

Lesan is confused in me. with lesan W. 

Rinan is confused with oe. rignan, me. reinen W. 

Sican is confused with sicettan oe W. me. W. 
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3. When the oe. present has a peculiar vowel so that it resembles 
weak rather than strong verbs we may expect weak forms. Thus 
are explained hllehhan, scUppan, steppan, wepan, owing to the umlaut ; 
bregdan, frignan, swogan, owing to the absorbed g, which produced 
a diphthong otherwise unknown among strong verbs ; bugan, dufan, 
hrutan, lutan, \utan, murnan, spurnan, for u, u is elsewhere found 
only in weak verbs ; seed/an may also be placed here, for in this verb 
ed becomes ea, which is without analogy among the strong verbs. 
In all 15 verbs. 

4. Where the on. had weak forms corresponding to an oe. strong 
verb, the me. occasionally followed this dialect. There are 5 cases, 
bacan on. baka. dwinan ON. dvina. swapan on. sopa. 

blican on. bllka. glowan on. gloa. 

5. Residua. Acan and ftowan are usually W. in me. and always 
in ne. I know of no other reason for their weakening than the an- 
alogy of bacan, blowan. 

There are also 8 verbs which show sporadic weak forms in me. 
and are for the most part strong in ne. These weak forms have 
little if any grammatical importance, and are rather to be looked 
upon as graphical errors. The verbs are : ceosan, cleofan, climban, 
cnawan, creopan, dreogan, drifan, hebban. 

6. The verbs which occur only in the present can now be classi- 
fied according to the analogy of the others. Strong were : dweolan, 
hrinan, lean, nitSan, slifan, swifan, \icgan; probably also sriican, 
wican, for strican, swican were strong, though btican, sican were 
weak. Teon, too, was strong, but with a change of class to III. 
See section III. note 7. 

Strong and weak were : blmsan, brucan, ceowan, hlowan, hropan, 
slipan, spannan, sprutan. 

7. If we contrast the ME. with the mhg., we shall find the latter 
far more conservative in its ablaut, and more uniform in its devel- 
opment. This is due to the conservative character of the hg. vocal- 
ism, and to its freedom from foreign influence. But though the me. 
is less tenacious of the ablaut than the mhg. we have here no com- 
pleted process, but rather the beginnings of a change which is even 
now not completed, a prophecy which is being fulfilled. What the 
ne. will be is clearly foreshadowed in the scattered weak forms which 
are like the drops that tell of the coming shower. Still the persis- 
tency of the me. ablaut in the midst of the far-reaching phonetic 
and inflectional changes which characterized this period is a cause 
of surprise when we turn to the next stage in the history of the lan- 
guage, the ne. of to-day. 
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Section V. The Ablaut in New English. 

Less than one half of the oe. strong verbs remain in ne., and of 
these more than one half are weak. In place of 309 oe. verbs we 
have but 154, of which but 73 are strong ; while of the ohg. 280, the 
nhg. has preserved the ablaut in 153. Even where the ablaut is 
retained it consists of but two or, at the most, three vowels, while 
the phonetic laws of me. and ne. have caused wide divergence even 
among verbs of like class, crossing and confusing the sharply cut 
lines of the oe. ablaut. 

In ne. the preterit singular and plural have the same vowel, ex- 
cept in was, were ; grammatic change is abandoned, its only relics 
being were and the participial adjectives sodden and forlorn. The 
ablaut vowels are governed in sound by the following consonants ; 
sometimes the vowel of the preterit is found in the participle, but 
more often the reverse is true. 

In the following the present, preterit, and participle are treated 
in order, and the oe. classification retained. Where the ne. form 
does not correspond phonetically to the oe., notes are added. A 
list of strong verbs which have been added since the oe. time, and 
of strong participial adjectives corresponding to weak verbs, is 
appended. 

A. The Present. 

a. The present of the ne. strong verbs is from the oe. present in 
71 cases. 

la. Bid, break, eat, get, give, lie, see, sit, speak, tread, weave (11). 
lb. Bear, come, shear, steal, tear (5). 

Ic. Bind, cling, drink, fight, find, begin, grind, run — note 1, shrink, sing, 
sink, sling, slink, spin, spring, sting, stink, swim, swing, win, wind, wring (22). 

II. Bide, bite, drive, ride, rise, shine, slide, smite, strike, stride, write (11). 

III. Choose— note 2, cleave, fly — note 3, freeze, reeve, shoot — note 4 (6). 

IV. Draw, heave, forsake, shake, stand, swear, take, wake (8). 

V. Beat, blow, crow, fall, grow, hold, know, throw (8). 

/?. In two cases the ne. present is from the participle ; IV. slay, 
V. hang, are from slcegen, hangen. The contracted oe. presents 
slean, hon were abandoned even in me., and presents formed after 
the analogy of the other verbs of these classes from the participles. 
y. The following new strong verbs occur in ne. (ii). 
la. Spit, oe. spittan W. II. Chide, oe. cldan W. (Sievers S.). 

lb. Wear, oe. werian W. Hide, oe. hydan W. 

Ic. Dig, oe. dlcjan W. Strive, o. FRENCH estriver. 

Ring, oe. hringan W. Thrive, on. brifa S. 

Stick, oe. sticca, noun. IV. Stave, oe. noun nom. pi. stafas. 

String, OE. streng, noun. 
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Notes, i. Run is from me. runnen = ronnen = urnen = ornen = OE. iornan 
(e6 for io) = rinnan. 

2. Choose from ceosan (eo = eo), see note 4. 

3. Fly. oe. jZ&n s.n& fleogan, to avoid confusion with one another, received — 
the first, a dialectic present (fly) ; the second, weak forms. 

4. Shoot, from OE. sceotan (eo for eo). The preterit shot suggests scotjan oe. 
W., but is from the participle oe. scoten. 

B. The Preterit. 

The preterit corresponds to the oe. preterit singular in 40 cases ; 
in 14 it is from the participle aided by the preterit plural ; in 13 from 
the participle alone ; in 6 cases it is due to a change of class. The 
causes of these variations from the regular development will be 
considered after the lists have been given. 

a. From the preterit singular are : 

la. Ate, bad, gave, got, lay, sat, saw (7). 

lb. Came (1). 

Ic. Drank, began, ran, sang, sank, shrank, sprang, stank, swam, won (10). 

II. Abode, drove, rode, rose, shone, strode, smote, wrote (8). 

IV. Shook, forsook, stood, took, woke (5). 

V. Beat — note 1, blew, crew, fell, grew, held, hung — note 2, knew, threw (9). 

/?. From the participle and preterit plural are : 

Ic. Bound, clung, fought, found, ground, slung, slunk, spun, stung, swung, 
wound, wrung (12). 

II. Bit, slid (2). 

It is to be noticed that in Ic. the tendency is to abandon the 
preterits in a and to form them in this way ; so one often hears, 
though one seldom sees, the preterits begun, drunk, sung; see also 
V. B. e. 

y. From the participle alone are : 

la. Broke, spoke, trod, wove (4). 
lb. Bore, shore, stole, tore (4). 

III. Chose, clove, froze, rove, shot; see V. A. note 4 (5). 

The four verbs of la. followed in me. the example set by oe. 
tredan (section III. la. 3) and, owing to the r and w, developed 
an in the participle. 

5. The following have changed class : 

lb. Hove, swore, from oe. hof, swor, IV. ; as in German, from the participle, 
as all verbs of lb., owing to the umlaut in the present. 

Ic. Struck from oe. strac II. We find the regular stroke in Shakspere. The 
cause of the change is not clear. 

V. Flew, drew, sleta, from oe. fleah III., droh IV., sloh IV. These verbs would 
have lost the ablaut entirely, see section VI., if they had not changed class. 
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«. The later additions to the strong preterits follow the analogy 
of a. in the following; la. spat ; Ic. rang; II. strove, throve. From 
the analogy of /?. are : Ic. dug, strung, stuck; II. chid, hid. Stove 
follows the analogy of hove, — that is, it is from the analogy of par- 
ticiples of lb. 

Notes, i. Beat is phonetically the equivalent of both beatan and beat ; ortho- 
graphically it corresponds to beatan, but the verb is nevertheless strong owing to 
the participle beaten. 

2. Hung, ME. hong = heong = hiong = OE. heng [io for e in class V., see sec- 
tion III.; et> = eo is common, see section V. A. note 2, 4). 

Why did not all these verbs follow the oe. preterit singular? 
In la. the preceding r, w, in lb. the following r I, would have acted 
on the oe. ablaut in such a way as to make present and preterit 
singular alike ; to avoid this the participle is taken. In Ic. the oe. 
had beside the form in a a secondary form in for the preterit 
singular before nasals ; this was too near the u of the participle to 
resist its analogy. In II., bit and slid, owing to the dental, seemed like 
shortened weak preterits (cf. chid, hid, and section IV. 1 stitan) and 
so took the place of the regular forms. This similarity caused the 
dropping of the participial ending in slid; and in three cases shit, 
slit, twit, it got into the present also, making a wholly weak verb, 
see section VI. The irregularity in struck is not explained. In III. 
since oe. eo and ~ea are indistinguishable in ne., either the participle 
must be taken or the class changed. The shortening in shot, like 
that in trod, is due to the dental. In IV. the class is changed when 
unlaut, or absorbed g in the present, removed the verbs from the 
analogy of their associates. 

C. The Participle. 

The ne. past participle is regularly from the oe. form, but in 
7 cases it is from the preterit, and in one case from a participial 
adjective ; an attempt to explain these irregularities is made at the 
close of the_ section. 

a. From the oe. participle are : 

la. Bidden — note 1, broken — note 2, eaten, given, lain, spoken — note 2, 
trodden, woven — note 2 (8). 

lb. Borne, come, shorn, stolen, torn (5). 

Ic. Bound, clung, drunk, fought, found, ground, begun, run, shrunk, slung, 
slunk, sprung, spun, stung, stunk, sung, sunk, swum, swung, won, wound, wrung 
(22.) 

II. Bitten, driven, ridden, risen, slid or slidden, smitten, stridden, struck (see 
V. B. 8.), written (9). 
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III. Chosen, cloven, flown, frozen, shot (see V. A. note 4), rove (6). 

IV. Drawn, forsaken, shaken, slain, taken, waken (and hove, sworn, see V. 
B. S.) (8). 

V. Beaten, blown, crown, fallen, grown, known, thrown (7). 

/?. From the preterit singular are : 
la. Got and gotten, sat (2). 
II. Abode, shone (2). 
IV. Stood ( 1). 
V. Held — note 3, hung (2). 

y. From a participial adjective is seen, oe. gesiene. It does not 
correspond to any oe. verbal form. 

8. Participial adjectives have sometimes preserved strong ablaut 
vowels which are lost in the verbs. These correspond in their vowel 
always to the oe. participle. They are: blown (of flowers, etc.), 
forlorn, graven, hewn, laden, molten, mown, shapen, shaven, shriven, 
sodden, sown, swollen. There is also a participial adjective with a 
strong ending from an oe. weak verb ; this is rotten, oe. rotjan, W. 
The oe. strican, II. has in ne. gone over to Ic. in preterit and par- 
ticiple, see V. B. 8., but the adjective stricken preserves the old 
ablaut vowel. 

e. The new strong participles follow the analogy of a. in lb. worn ; 
Ic. dug, rung, stuck, strung;' II. chidden, hidden, striven, thriven; 
IV. stove, but with a change of class to lb., like hove, V. B. 8. The 
analogy of /?. is followed in la. spat. 

Notes, i. Bidden owes its vowel to the analogy of the present. 

2. Broken, spoken, woven, see V. B. y. 

3. Held. There is an obsolete holden and a participial adjective beholden from 
the OE. participle. 

Why did not all these words follow the oe. participle ? In la. 
got, sat, spat, owing to the dental, were taken for weak preterits, and, 
as such, transferred to the participle. Seen is not explained. In 
II. abode, had it developed regularly, would have fallen together 
with the participle of bid. Shone is not clear. In IV. stood, owing 
to the dental and the peculiarity of the present, is treated like a 
weak preterit, and so transferred to the participle. In V. hela 
shows the same dental influence that we have seen in la. and IV. 
Hung follows the analogy of all other strong verbs with u in the 
preterit, and transfers this form to the participle. 

In general, the ne. ablaut vowels correspond to the oe. ; where 
they do not, the special and peculiar influences are not difficult to 
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see. Simplicity has been the aim of every change, practical com- 
mon-sense has been the guiding power. We have now to see how 
far the verbs which have become weak in ne. owe the loss of the 
ablaut to the same causes which we have seen at work here. 

Section VI. The New English Weakened Verbs. 

There are 81 verbs which have become weak in ne. Here the 
present alone preserves an ablaut vowel, which is usually that of 
the oe. present, though in the following four cases the participle 
has been preferred : flay, oe. flaegen ; shit, slit, twit, oe. sciten, sliten, 
at-witen. See section V. A. /?., and B. ad fin. In a few cases the 
phonetic development of the ne. present is slightly irregular, cf. 
for instance, mourn with spurn, but this belongs to the special his- 
tory of the oe. sounds. The ne. weakened verbs are : 

la. Knead, mete, bequeathe, weigh, wreak (5). 

Ic. Bark, bell, braid, burn, burst, carve, climb, delve, help, melt, mourn, spurn, 
starve, swell, swerve, thrash, warp, yell, yelp, yield (20). 

II. Glide, gripe, shit, shrive, slit, twit, writhe (7). 

III. Bow, brew, brook, chew, creep, crowd, flee, fleet, lie, lose, rue, seethe, 
sprout, suck, shove (15). 

IV. Ache, bake, fare, play, gnaw, grave, lade, laugh — note 1, shape, shave, 
step, wade, wash, wax (14). 

V. Ban, blow (of flowers, etc.), dread, flow, fold, glow, hew, leap, let, low, 
mow, read, row, shed, sleep, sow, span, swoop, walk, weep (20). 

Note i. Laugh is not from hliehhan, but from the unumlauted hlSahan, which 
is not uncommon in oe. 

The loss of ablaut is due to the character of the vowel in the 
present and the nature of the following consonant. The rules may 
be formulated as follows : 

1 . The verb is strong when the vowel is followed by n + conso- 
nant, s, and c (except after u), and when the oe. present vowel is 
i, e, ie, e, eo, i, except as provided in 2. This accounts for 60 strong 
verbs out of 73. It fails to account for la. lie; III. cleave, fly, reeve, 
shoot ; IV. draw, slay ; V. beat, blow, crow, grow, know, throw. 

2. The verb is weak when the vowel is followed by liquid + con- 
sonant (except in case of ed), m + consonant,,^, w; and usually 
when the present vowel is followed by a dental ; further, whenever 
the vowel is eo, ea, ae, a, a, o, u, u; except as provided above. This 
accounts for 72 weak verbs out of 81. It fails to account for la. 
bequeathe, wreck; II. gripe, shrive, writhe ; III. lose ; IV '. ache, bake ; 
Y./old. 
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Exceptions to 1. Lie, la., is strong to distinguish it from lie, III. ; 
it is often confused in speaking with lay, W. Cleave, reeve, have 
frequent weak forms, but they are still regularly strong. Fly has 
changed class, and is strong to distinguish it from flee. Shoot has 
the same forms that it would have were it weak. Draw and slay 
have changed class to preserve the ablaut. Beat, if it had short- 
ened the preterit and participle, would have fallen together with 
these forms of bet; it retained, therefore, the long forms and the 
ending en. Blow, crow, know, throw, Vb., and grow, Vc. (by anal- 
ogy of Vb.) are strong, though mow, sow in Vb. are Ws., and all 
other verbs in Vc. are W. Why Vb. and Vc. are treated differently 
in ne. is unexplained. 

Exceptions to 2. Bequeathe owes its weak forms to its legal 
usage ; cf . hanged, legal for hung. Wreck is W. because of oe. 
wreccan, ne. wreck. Gripe is unexplained. Shrive, owing to a 
consciousness of its foreign origin, and to its ecclesiastical use (cf. 
bequeathe) is Ws. A derivative with an ablaut vowel is Shrove- 
tuesday. Writhe is unexplained. Lose is W. because of oe. losjan, 
W. Ache, bake, see IV. 4, 5. Fold is a denominative to/eald, and 
not immediately from the verb. 

The influence of following consonants on the verbs is to be thus 
explained. 

The Nasals. Single nasals do not affect the vowel, but m + con- 
sonant so far lowers the present of Ic. as to prevent ablaut. In IV., 
V. n + nasal is accompanied with ablaut partly on account of the 
analogy of Ic, but more on account of the peculiarity of the verbs 
(stand, hang. See V. A. /3., B. note 2, C. ad fin.). 

The Liquids. Single liquids do not affect the ablaut, but liquid + 
consonant always prevents ablaut in Ic, and tends to preserve it in 
Va., for it lowers the vowel of the present, and so destroys the dis- 
tinction between the ablaut vowels in Ic, while it magnifies it in Va. 
Note the exception, fold. 

The dentals, traces of whose influence we have already seen in 
section V. B. C, often produce weak verbs, but by no means regu- 
larly. To their influence, aided at times by the analogy of like- 
sounding weak verbs, we owe the weakening of la. knead, mete; 
II. glide, shit, slit, twit. 

G and g + consonant unite in me. with the preceding vowel to 
form a diphthong, which places these verbs out of the analogy of 
their class. Most of these become weak, a few change class, V. B. 3. ; 
one only, lie, la., retains strong forms. 
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W, by coalescing with the preceding vowel, usually destroyed the 
ablaut. The peculiar exceptions are noted at the close of " Excep- 
tions to 1." 

.S favors strong forms in III., except for lose; the cause is not 
clear. 

C in IV. (ne. k) preserves the ablaut, and gives the oe. o a short 
sound. I do not know the cause of either the shortening or the 
weakening. 

Of the 81 ne. weakened verbs 41 only were always strong in me.; 
32 have strong and weak forms, 3 have only weak forms, and 5 are 
only in the present. Plainly, then, we have here only a continuation, 
or fulfilment of the me. processes. There is nothing new here ; no 
new elements, such as have affected the vocalism, have been at 
work ; the old laws have only become more universal in their appli- 
cation. The desire for clearness and simplicity, the practical sense 
which surmounts every difficulty with sureness and readiness, has 
become more clearly marked, and so the English ablaut in its 
changing fortunes is a reflection of the mental characteristics of the 
race. 



VI. — General Considerations on the Indo-European Case-System. 
By W. D. WHITNEY, 

PROFESSOR IN YALE COLLEGE. 

THAT the whole system of declension in Indo-European 
language is, as compared with the system of verb-inflection, 
a matter of great and unsolved difficulty, will be generally 
admitted. No one of the three departments of expression 
involved in it — gender, number, case — has had even its 
main historical outlines laid down to the general satisfaction 
of scholars. The time, it would seem, has not yet come for 
dealing successfully with the subject. What is wanting, in 
order to put us in condition to do this, is (apart from the 
general improvement of linguistic philosophy), on the one 
hand, a better comprehension of the more modern and sec- 
ondary declensional elements which have been produced here 
and there among the languages of our family ; and, on the other 



